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An “Ireland” Unit

A case study of how curves can create an ambiance of their own
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Curved Ireland Unit
Soft, seductive curves and reflective finishes create a
modern kitchen design that echoes the simplistic beauty of
its picturesque surroundings.
A huge 39 sq m extension has created an ideal space for
kitchen living in this home. The focal point of the room is an
island designed and produced by Alfred Briggs (Alwood) Ltd
in the shape of a horseshoe featuring glossy Parapan®
doors that bounce light from one area to the next.
Standing within this capacious, modernist kitchen space,
one can hardly believe that it belongs to an idyllic bungalow
nestled on the shores of the Irish lough Neigh. Yet somehow
this functional space is perfectly at home within its rural
setting – the gently breaking water and well-kept gardens
framed within glass patio doors becoming part of the overall
interior design. It belongs to Katy Endy whose decision to
enhance her home with a huge extension measuring some
39 sq m has allowed for a spectacular kitchen-living space
that brings the family together to cook, dine and relax while
providing every modern convenience.
“I wanted to create a space for entertaining and the family; a
place where friends felt able to call, have coffee and be
welcomed.” Kate explains. “Also, my 92-year old mother
lives with us and before we built the extension she would
end up sitting in a room on her own while I worked in the
kitchen, so I needed a space where she could sit and chat to
me when I was cooking.”
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The focal point of the room is an island designed in the shape of a horseshoe
featuring glossy Parapan® doors that bounce light from one area to the next.

The completed extension effortlessly fulfils all these
requirements and more. However, this beautifully
proportioned space is a far cry from the original site
designer David Marshal of Alwood Kitchens recalls on
first visiting the property. Asked by Kate to create a
kitchen design to an exacting brief, he was met by a
bare shell of concrete floors and block walls. “The
extension was a building site, but there were already
elements in place that would impact on the design.”
He explains. “The patio doors on either side of the
room meant that right from the start Kate wanted us to
maximise the stunning views outside. Plus, there was
a lot of floor space, so she wanted a large island unit
as a main feature.”
As the new extension essentially formed a square
footprint, David decided the island should become the

central feature of the room and very quickly honed in
on a semi-circular design that would maximise floor
space. “Kate had already purchased the Aga as it was
something she really wanted, but it was a large model
at 150cm long,” he continues. “This used up a lot of
space along the back wall, which was the only feasible
location for wall units, so incorporating a semi-circular
island design provided lots of additional storage.”
The island sites the kitchen in this capacious space,
its serpentine shape reflected precisely by the
spotlighting above, while its geometry is repeated in
the adjoining circular table set a the perfect height for
casual dining.

019731_Curved Irleand Units

23/7/09

14:54

Page 4

Parapan®
qualities dee

“Getting everything marked out on the floor and
prepared for the island was an important job.” David
recalls. “We had to factor in practicalities such as
allowing for the plumbers to get the pipes under the
floor to service the island, as well as making way for the
electricians so they could install the spotlights to mirror
the island’s shape.”
“Moreover, this was a completely unique kitchen and we
were essentially creating a prototype. That means

you’re always going to come across problems in terms
of getting the design just so and we did many drawings
before we were completely happy,” David adds. “We
made all the carcases in our workshop from marine
plywood, all of which had to be tapered. There are no
straight edges on this island at all.”
Parapan® was selected for the doors-its glossy,
reflective surface and malleable qualities deemed
perfect for what was to become a functional,
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® was selected for the doors-its glossy, reflective surface and malleable
emed perfect for what was to become a functional, streamlined design

streamlined design. “Parapan® is the ideal material for
curves,” David explains. “They can bend the curve to
any radius so you are not restricted to standard sizes –
that was a big plus point for us. The Endys also wanted
a sleek, handleless look, and with Parapan® you can
cut into the surface to create recess handles, so again it
was ideal for this kind of look.”
The choice of material also adds to the overall aesthetic
appeal of the room. As light floods in from both sides of

the extension, it is reflected in the sheen of the doors
highlighting the kitchen area and casting long, flattering
shadows across the space. “Because Parapan®is an
acrylic, it’s completely flat.” David says. “With some of
the other designs, such as painted finishes or even a foil
finish, you will see snags – this has a complete mirror
finish. On a nice sunny day you can even see the trees
and the loch outdoors reflected in the finish, which is a
real joy.”
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The Endys also wanted a sleek, handleless look, and with
Parapan® you can cut into the surface to create recess
handles, so again it was ideal for this kind of look.

The completed extension effortlessly fulfils all these
requirements and more. However, this beautifully
proportioned space is a far cry from the original site
designer David Marshal of Alwood Kitchens recalls on
first visiting the property. Asked by Kate to create a
kitchen design to an exacting brief, he was met by a
bare shell of concrete floors and block walls. “The
extension was a building site, but there were already
elements in place that would impact on the design.”
He explains. “The patio doors on either side of the
room meant that right from the start Kate wanted us to
maximise the stunning views outside. Plus, there was
a lot of floor space, so she wanted a large island unit
as a main feature.”

As the new extension essentially formed a square
footprint, David decided the island should become the
central feature of the room and very quickly honed in
on a semi-circular design that would maximise floor
space. “Kate had already purchased the Aga as it was
something she really wanted, but it was a large model
at 150cm long,” he continues. “This used up a lot of
space along the back wall, which was the only feasible
location for wall units, so incorporating a semi-circular
island design provided lots of additional storage.”
The island sites the kitchen in this capacious space,
its serpentine shape reflected precisely by the
spotlighting above, while its geometry is repeated in
the adjoining circular table set a the perfect height for
casual dining.
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“Parapan® is the ideal material for curves,” David explains.“They can bend the curve to
any radius so you are not restricted to standard sizes – that was a big plus point for us”
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Landau Holdings Ltd
Landau House, Bontoft Avenue
Hull, HU5 4HF
Tel: 01482 440680 Fax: 01482 440683
email: info@parapan.co.uk www.parapan.co.uk
Kitchen designed and produced by Alfred Briggs (Alwood) Ltd
Northern Ireland Tel: 028 3832 3296

